
Biodiversity at Ajaccio airport in pictures

Since 2015, the òAéro Biodiversitéó association has been working to preserve and 

enhance biodiversity at French airports. 

Ajaccio is one of the pioneers of this approach and has hosted the association 

since 2016.

To distinguish the airports most involved in sustainable environmental 

management, Aéro Biodiversité has created the ôaérobioõ label. It  rewards 

ecological diversity, staff  involvement and the awareness-raising actions carried 

out on the ground.

The association and the airporté

A LAND TO TAKE OFFé A LAND FOR LIFE

The airport in 

figures

Å 324  listed plant species  

Å 94 bird species

Å 9 bat species

Å 113 terrestrial invertebrate 

species

Å 341 insect species

Å 45 butterfly species

Our partners

Far from being mere functional  areas, airports are home to 

unsuspected biodiversity.

The grasslands located on airport land play a key role in the 

conservation of flora and fauna on a national scale. They 

represent almost 500 km² of preserved green spaces, not 

used for agriculture  or grazing - in Ajaccio, the platform 

surface is 180 hectares, 125 of which are grassland !

Through this photographic exhibition,  we invite you to discover 

the botanical  and animal wealth of our coastal airport, an 

ecosystem that  we are seeking to understand better  in order 

to protect  it  more effectively.

Why a photography exhibition  ?



Milvusmilvus

A bird of prey endemic to Europe along with the 

Iberian eagle, the Red Kite is present all year 

round in Corsica and at the airport, 

recognizable by its forked tail,  whitish head and 

white patches under its wings.

Once common, its distribution  is now highly 

fragmented. While migratory elsewhere, it  is 

sedentary in Corsica, where it  lives near 

villages, agricultural  areas and open spaces 

such as the airport.

Corsica is home to the highest population 

density of this species in the world, in the 

Reginu Valley in Balagne, but there are many 

cases of destruction through illegal  shooting 

and poisoning.

U FILANCIU, 
sentinel of the island 

sky

Size:  60 to 66cm
Wingspan : 145 to 165cm
Weight : 800 to 1600g
Lifespan : 22 to 26 years
Conservation status : Vulnerable
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Testudo hermanni

Hermann's Tortoise is the only land tortoise  

in the wild in France, living only in the Var 

and Corsica, so conferring a great 

responsibility for the conservation of the 

species.

A protected and emblematic species, it  is 

nevertheless subject to numerous 

pressures : destruction and fragmentation  

of its habitat,  fires, mechanization of 

farming and forestry practices, and 

predation.

Taking it  from the wild is illegal,  so if you 

see a Hermann's tortoise that  is not in 

danger, just let  it  continue - slowly - on its 

way !

A CUPULATTA, 
silent occupant of the 

forest

Size : Approximately 18 cm
Weight : 700 to 1000g
Life expectancy in the wild : 60 years
Conservation status : Vulnerable
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Thyrrhenariaceratina

Buried in the sand during the day, the Corsican 

Helix is only active on damp autumn and spring 

nights.

Long considered extinct  in the twentieth  century, 

this micro-endemic species of the Ricantu site 

now occupies just two hectares on the seafront 

at the end of the Bay of Ajaccio, including an area 

partially  included within  the airport zone.

The population of lumachi (snails), estimated at 

between 6,000 and 10,000 individuals, is now 

the subject of monitoring protocols and 

conservation measures carried out on the airport 

site and beyond.

THE CORSICAN 

SNAIL, symbol of 

ecological fragility

Size : 6.1cm diameter
Weight : 11g
Life expectancy : 5 years
National conservation status : Critically 
Endangered
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Carpobrotusedulis

Originally from South Africa, the ice plant 

(commonly known as "witchõs claw") is admired for 

its bright flowers, ranging from vivid pink to yellow. 

Introduced to Europe to decorate gardens and 

stabilize sandy soils, this creeping succulent 

quickly escaped all control .

Today, it  is considered one of the most concerning 

invasive alien species (IAS). By colonizing natural 

environments, it  smothers native flora, depletes the 

soil and reduces plant diversity.

At Ajaccio airport, its presence is particularly  

marked along the coastline. It directly threatens 

native flora and fragile habitats, notably that  of the 

Corsican Helix, an endangered endemic species.

THE ICE PLANT, the 

unwanted beauty

Size : 15cm high, but spread over the ground to 
cover hundreds of square meters
Perennial plant
National conservation status : Invasive alien 
species (IAS)
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